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Herod and the Wise Men (Matthew 2)
Main Point: Each person must decide for himself who he believes Jesus is.

Key Verse: “But what about you?” (Jesus) asked. “Who do you say that I am?” Matthew 16:15

Materials: Bibles (one for each child or pair of children); white board and marker, or large sheet of paper and pencils

Personal Connection:

· Say: In today’s lesson, we learned that some people were excited about the birth of Jesus, and some people were very upset about it.  
· God has made Jesus available to all of us, and we each must personally decide who we believe He is.
· Leader, please feel free to tell about the time you learned who Jesus was and made the decision to place your trust in Jesus as your Savior.
Hands on Application:

· Ask: How many of you have a best friend? How did you become best friends? Allow a few students to answer this question. Spending time with someone and getting to know them is the best way to learn if that person can be a true friend. Did you know the Bible tells us how to make friends? Read Proverbs 18:24. It also tells us that Jesus is a Friend that sticks closer than a brother. He is the best Friend of all!  
· Say: Today, we are going to get to know Jesus better! We are going to learn about Him through the Bible, the true Word of God.  Let’s play a game called Sword Drills. I will say a verse reference such as Genesis 1:1 (Leader, see the references below). The first group to find the verse and list the characteristic(s) of Jesus (what He’s like) on the board or piece of paper wins. 
· Leader, you may divide the children into pairs. Give one child the job of finding the verse and the other child the job of writing the characteristics of Jesus on the white board or piece of paper. The first group to finish wins. 

· For young children or non-readers, simply read the verse out loud. The first child to hear the characteristic of Jesus will stand up. Please list the characteristics on a white board or piece of paper.

· Psalm 29:4 - Powerful and Majestic

· Deuteronomy 32:4 - Perfect 

· Psalm 25:10 - Loving

· 2 Samuel 22:31 - Our Shield

· Psalm 86:15 - Gracious, Compassionate

· Daniel 9:9 - Merciful
· Psalm 28:7 - Strength

· Ephesians 4:32 - Forgiving

· Psalm 43:4 - Joy

· Isaiah 9:6 - Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace

Group Discussion:  

· Say: This is the last Sword Drill - Matthew 16:15. Have the first person (or group) that finds the verse read it aloud.  

· Say: Who do you say Jesus is? Allow each group member to personally answer this question.  

Conversation with God (Prayer):

· Pray that the group will know who Jesus truly is. Pray that they will not only just believe in Him, but they will have a growing, personal relationship with Him. Fill in prayer journal and close in prayer.
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